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CSCE To Conclude 17-19 January 
AU2312135788 Vienna WIENER ZEITUNG in German 
23 Dec 88 p 1 


[APA report: “Compromise Paper of Neutral and Non- 
aligned States Leads to Turnabout”} 


[Text] Vienna—The Vienna CSCE conference is expected 
to conclude as early as 17 to 19 January with a meeting of 
the foreign ministers of the 35 signatory states in Vienna. 


As Rudolf Torovsky, head of the Austrian delegation, 
indicated to the press yesterday, the conference might 
conclude its work after the presentation of a further 
compromise paper of the neutral and nonaligned states 
“as early as in the first days of January.” After a 14-day 
interval, the CSCE foreign ministers will meet for a 
formal conclusion in Vienna. 


Foreign Minister and Vice Chancellor Alois Mock has 
invited his counterparts to the formal conclusion of the 
Vienna meeting, which has been going on since 1986, 
from 17 to 18 January. 


In this context, Torovsky stressed that Austria neither 
sets a deadline for the CSCE nor exercises pressure of 
time, but has only expressed “preference” for the final 
meeting. On the whole, the reactions to this proposed 
date have been “more positive than expected.” 


In this context, Torovsky pointed out that the work on 
the compromise proposal had only started | week ago 
because of “internal NATO disputes” on connecting the 
CSCE process with the new conventional arms control 
negotiations. 


AUSTRIA t 


Yesterday, Warren Zimmermann, head of the U.S. del- 
egation, also assessed the prospects for an early conclu- 
sion of the CSCE follow-up meeting positively. How- 
ever, he still is not able to give a specific date because the 
USSR has not yet complied with U.S. ideas on human 
rights. He does not want to exclude the possibility of a 
speedy consent to a human rights conference in Moscow. 
Considerable progress in human rights affairs has been 
made, Zimmermann stressed. 


Accord on Emergency Assistance With FRG 
AU2412160488 Vienna WIENER ZEITUNG in German 
24 Dec 88 p 5 


(Unattributed report: “Assistance in Emergencies”] 


[Excerpt] The interior ministers of Austria and the FRG, 
Karl Blecha and Friedrich Zimmermann, signed an agree- 
ment on mutual assistance in the event of disasters and 
serious accidents in Salzburg on Friday [23 December]. 
Thus, a legal basis will be provided for the first time for 
Austria’s cross-border neighborly help. 


For the FRG, this is the last agreement of this kind that 
has been concluded with a democratic neighbor state, 
and for Austria it is the first, Blecha stressed. 


As of 1989, in emergencies, relief and rescue organiza- 
tions of the one country can be called by the other in a 
quick and unbureaucratic manner, without having to 
apply for permission and without any decisions having 
to be made. The rescue workers will be taken care of on 
the spot by the other state, and they will also be legally 
protected by this state. 


The accord also includes the obligation of both sides to 
immediately notify the other party to the treaty of 
dangers and damages which could affect the territory of 
the other state. This applies to nuclear incidents in 
particular, Blec’ 2 puinted out. [passage omitted] 
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Imprisoned Briton Released 26 December 
LD2712091588 Tehran IRNA in English 0530 GMT 
27 Dec 88 


[Text] Tehran, Dec. 27, IRNA—“An imprisoned Briton 
was released here yesterday and handed over to the British 
Embassy in Tehran,” said the English daily TEHRAN 
TIMES in its Tuesday issue quoting informed sources. 


It further quoted the sources as saying that Nicholas 
Nicola’s sentence was reduced. “He was freed because of 
good behaviour in the prison.” 


The British national was arrested on December 1986 by 
gendarmerie border officers in Mir-Javeh, southwestern 
border with Pakistan. Nicola was charged with illegnl 
entry into Iran and possession of two weapons and | 
number of cartridges. Nicola received a three and half 
years prison term. 


The paper quoted the sources as saying that the British 
Embassy is making arrangements to sent Nicola back to 
Britain adding that he might fly to London today. 


The British Charge d’Affaires to Tehran Gordon Pirie 
contacted by TEHRAN TIMES said “release of Nicola is 
an important step in improving relations between Tehran 


Further on Release 
NC2712085688 Paris AFP in English 0847 GMT 
27 Dec 88 


[Text] Nicosia, Dec 27 (AFP)}—A Briton imprisoned in 
Iran since 1986 was released Monday and handed over 
to the British Embassy in Tehran, the TEHRAN TIMES 
reported Tuesday. 


The move followed the resumption of full diplomatic rela- 
tions between the two countries last month, and the reopen- 
ing of the British Embassy in Tehran on December 4. 


Nicholas Nichola, 28, was one of two Britons held in Iran. 
He was sentenced to three-and-a-half years in prison for 
illegal entry into Iran and illegal possession of firearms. 


The TEHRAN TIMES, quoted by the Iranian news 
agency, said Mr. Nichola had been released “for good 
behaviour.” 


Another Briton, Roger Cooper, a freelance journalist and 
businessman, was arrested in December 1985. Although 
never formally charged, he appeared on Iranian television 
last year “confessing” that he was a spy. 


UNITED KINGDOM 2 


The TEHRAN TIMES said that the British Embassy was 
handling Mr. Nichola’s repatriation, and he could be 
back in London on Tuesday. 


The British charge d'affaires in Iran, Gordon Pirie, was 
quoted by the daily as saying the release was an 
“important step in the improvement of relations 
between Tehran and London.” 


The two countries downgraded their relations in 1987 
following a series of tit-for-tet expulsions prompted by 
the arrest in Britain of an Iran consulate employee on 
shoplifting charges, and the subsequent abduction and 
beating up by revolutionary guards of a British diplomat 
in Tehran. 


In London, the Foreign Office confirmed Mr. Nichola’s 
release, describing it as an “important step forward”. 


The resumption of full ties between London and Tehran 
raised hopes in Britain that British hostages held in 
Lebanon by pro-Iranian groups might be release“, 
although none have been so far. 


Howe Calls for Afghan Regime To ‘Step Down’ 
LD2612114788 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 


in English 1122 GMT 26 Dec 88 


[Text] Afghanistan's governing regime should step down 
as soon as possible in order to avoid more bloodshed, Sir 
Geoffrey Howe urged today. The foreign secretary, in a 
message marking the ninth anniversary of the Soviet 
invasion of Afghanistan, said all the parties should show 
restraint. This was a time to heal wounds, not to settle 
old scores. 


Sir Geoffrey said this anniversary was not just an occa- 
sion for remembrance but for hope. “The transition from 
the present unrepresentative regime in Kabul to a gov- 
ernment established by a genuine act of self-determina- 
tion will not be easy,” he said. “If still more bloodshed is 
to be avoided the regime must step down of its own 
accord—the sooner the better. But it is also important 
that all parties including the resistance exercise wisdom 
and restraint. 


Sir Geoffrey said the Afghan people had demonstrated 
their courage in adversity. Their struggle to regain their 
freedom had been heroic. “Reconstruction of their shat- 
tered country will be an equally daunting task—let us 
hope an equally successful one. We in the United King- 
dom are playing—and will continue to play—our part in 
this great effort,” he said. 
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SPD's Vogel on Relations With GDR, NATO 
AU2712094088 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 
27 Dec 88 p 3 


[Interview with SPD Chairman Hans-Jochen Vogel by 
DIE PRESSE correspondent Ewald Koenig in Bonn; 
date not given) 


[Excerpt] [Passage omitted] DIE PRESSE: What, do you 
think, is the reason for the SED in East Berlin to close 
itself to perestroyka and even to ban Soviet publications? 


Vogel: This seems to be a deplorable lack of self-confi- 
dence. In this connection, one also thinks of what Walesa 
recently told Miodevic in his interview on television, 
namely that the state should not be so very afraid of its 
citizens. Why is East Berlin acting in this way? This may 
be connected with assessing Gorbachev's chances of 
success. It may be based on the concern that the devel- 
opment of reform steps, such as in Poland or Hungary 
and, most recently, also in the CSSR, might get out of 
control. It may also be connected with the fact that the 
experiences of those responsible assumed an unalterable 
shape decades ago. However, I do not give up hope that 
there, too, new insights will be gained; that it will be 
realized that the spirit of perestroyka and glasnost is not 
only in the interest of the people but also in the interest 
of the GDR leadership. The new regulaiions on travel 
abroad and moving to another country at least point in 
this direction. 


DIE PRESSE: Dc you think that Chancellor Kohli will 
visit the GDR next year? 


Vogel: | hope so. This has been agreed upon. And it is 
also necessary. In general, | am in favor of a certain 
rhythm of mutual visits. By the way, I am also in favor of 
the chancellor's going to Poland soon. This is overdue. 


DIE PRESSE: Thus, the initiative has to be taken by the 
FRG? 


Vogel: Regarding Poland, this is certainly true. As for the 
GDR, it is our turn to act, because Honecker visited us 
and now it is the chancellor's turn to pay a return visit. 


DIE PRESSE: Rhythm would mean that Honecker 
should come regularly? 


Vogel: Yes. 


DIE PRESSE: Do you imagine that the heads of govern- 
ment should pay each other visits every year? 


Vogel: In the end, yes. I myself have been seeing Hon- 
ecker once a year for extensive talks since 1983. This has 
certainly proved useful. 


DIE PRESSE: Helmut Schmidt evaluated the chances 
that Gorbachev will be successful with his perestroyka as 
being 50 to 50. What do you think? 
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Vogel: I do not want to stick to percentage points. 
However, we all can only wish that Gorbachev will be 
successful. Actually, Schmidt's forecast is pretty encour- 
aging for changes that are so profound as those that have 
been started by Gorbachev. Gorbachev is not taking a 
walk across Red Square. He has set a revolution in 
motion that may remind us of the time of Peter the 
Great. Therefore, Schmidt's assessment is encouraging. 


DIE PRESSE: Does the FRG brake movements within 
NATO too much? 


Vogel: it definitely does not push them forward. I am 
willing to believe that Genscher is making efforts in this 
direction. However, Scholz immediately says the oppo- 
site; and, in fact, the chancellor does not say anything at 
all. At the commanders’ conference in Wuerzburg, too, 
he only voiced general phrases. It is in our interest that 
the FRG becomes active in the alliance and promotes the 
process of disarmament. There would be enough starting 
points for this. In the meantime, for instance, a former 
U.S. defense minister has said that our idea of a nuclear- 
free corridor, which could also be freed of all other heavy 
weapons, is to be assessed positively and fits the overall 
picture. Why, then, does the FRG not put this on the 
agenda? Or the question of halving the nuclear battle- 
field weapons? This would not at all touch upon our 
security but it would put the matter in motion. No, too 
little is being done in this respect! [passage omitted] 


NATO Stance on Short-Range Missiles Criticized 
AU2412192788 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 24 Dec 88 p 10 


{“Nm”™ commentary: “Encouragement for Moscow” ] 


[Text] The NATO allies have realized the importance of 
the “overall concept,” a term that until recently has been 
used with irritation. They have realized that trying to 
achieve a balance between abstract statements and the 
practical muddling through of the 16 partners is not 
sufficient to counter Gorbachev's proposals. Bonn is con- 
cerned about short-range nuclear weapons. There is agree- 
ment within the Bonn Government that nuclear artillery— 
with ranges of about 50 km—could be considerably 
reduced because of its “self-deterrent™ effect. Agreement 
seems also to be in sight on the modernization of the 
“Lance” missile: The option for a positive decision should 
be kept open, but the decision should be linked with the 
results of the talks on conventional disarmament in 
Vienna. This provides Moscow with the opportunity to 
play up this topic again and again. It would have been 
wiser to support the modernizatiun and—in continuation 
of the NATO dual-track decision—to offer to abandon the 
modernization plans in case the Soviets behave accord- 
ingly. This would have encouraged the Kremlin to offer a 
compromise ¢ring negotiations. 
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* Geissier on CSU, Future of Bonn Coalition 
36200050 Hamburg DIE ZEIT in German 
28 Oct 88 pp 9-10 


{Interview with CDU General Secretary Heiner Geissler 
Cari-Christian Kaiser and Gerhard Spoerl: 
Is No Harmony Choral Society.’ After the 
Death of Franz Josef Strauss and the Leadership Change 
in the Free Democrats: What Happens Now in the Bonn 
Coalition?”; date, place, and occasion not given] 


[Text] DIE ZEIT: Since the death of Franz Josef Strauss, 
another self-willed politician has obtained a new posi- 
tion: Count Lambsdorff. Does this mean that the cards 
have been reshuffled in the Government? 


Geissler: The cards don’t need to be reshuffled. On the 

one hand the death of Franz Josef Strauss represents a 
cule Galan tian tes Qemeemee oat Ge culled tes 
scape. But I don’t believe his death alters the electoral 


HT 


DIE ZEIT: What changes, what doesn’t change? 


Geissler: Strauss’ most important bequest is the exist- 
ence of the CSU as a mass party anchored in Bavaria. 


DIE ZEIT: Does the CSU exist independently of him? 


Geissler: Yes, because it's anchored in the extrapolitical 
arena, in clubs, in society. 


His importance was that he was no wishy-washy politi- 
cian. People recognized him, regardless of whether or not 
they voted for him, as a politician who stood for a certain 


position, who made unambiguous judgments and fought 
for definable values. 


DIE ZEIT: Strauss was also able to see connections 
politically—an ability that Helmut Kohi lacks, a lack for 
which he's often criticized. 


Geissler: That criticism is unfair. It would be wrong to 
play Strauss off against the Chancellor. I believe, for 
example, that Helmut Kohl understood and articulated 
the general validity cf human rights better than 
Strauss—i.ec., that Christians with policy responsibility 
must not be blind in either the right or the left eye. 
Strauss emphasized ane connections. Put there 
iS no contradiction there 


Strauss had formulated some of the things that provoked 
dissent from the point of view of his Land, the Free State 
of Bavaria. He was a very good Minister President. 


DIE ZEIT: Really? Didn't he constantly overdo the role 
of Bavari2? Savariins were supposed to demonstrate 
how to go ahead with Wackersdorf, to show the right way 
to make AIDS policy. He was always provoking demon- 
strations. Now Bavaria can be a fairly normal Land. 
Doesn't that take a burden off the CDU too? 
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Geissler: I see this normalization as Jeing positive. It will 
make it clear that the CSU is liberal at heart. Liberalitas 
Bavariae, that sums it up. It’s an intact mass party with 
a broad foundation and with 55-60 percent of the vote, 
and it’s a modern party. 


DIE ZEIT: But Bavaria’s claim to a role on the national 
stage is based on the fact that it’s a power economically, 
industrially, structurally—with or without Strauss. 


Geissler: The CSU's special status contributed to that; 
that special status is that the CSU is the only party in 
Bavaria that views itself as an exclusively Bavarian 
party. At the same time, it’s able to take advantage of the 
circumstance that with CDU aid it can claim a national 
role. A very fortunate combination, which also has a 
disadvantage to be sure: The CSU always forms a 
minority within the Union and as a consequence it has 
never been able to give the FRG a chancellor. 


DIE ZEIT: Strauss tried in 1980. 


Geissler: If the CSU had been a CDU Land organization 
from the very beginning, then Strauss might have gotten 
the top position way back in the early 1960's. 19!}0—that 
wasn't a well-thought-out effort. 


DIE ZEIT: Then how did he become the candidate 
against Schmidt? 


Geissler: What's the phrase? He was half attracted, half 
fell into it. Strauss wanted it, and others wanted him to 
want it. But nobody was entirely convinced that he could 
win against Schmidt. It was a combination of wanting to 
and having to, not a very happy situation. 


DIE ZEIT: Strauss was a figure who brought into the fold 
those conservatives that are known as the right fringe of 
the Union. Recently you've been saying over and over 
again that it's downright dangerous to cultivate rightist 
issues right after Strauss’ death: a tougher law on foreign- 
ers, the asylum question, internal security. Nonetheless, 
it does leave a gap. Who inherits this bequest of Strauss”? 


Geissler: It would be unfair to Strauss to dismiss him as 
a man who brought rightist radicals into the fold. 


We agreed with Strauss that there must be no party to the 
right of the Union. The question is—and people may 
disagree on this—how do you prevent that? 


DIE ZEIT: Strauss certainly helped prevent it. 


Geissler: | warn people about trying to prevent the 
developrient of a perty to the right of the Union by 
making these groups seem acceptable. It is not proper to 
allow the issues raiced by the right fringe to be legiti- 
mated by the authority of a large mass party. 


In the 1970's the Social Democrats committed the grave 
error of making the Greens seem acceptable by the things 
they said. The C/U has the task of fighting against 
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reductions and tax increases at the same time, tax 
increases on gasoline for 20 million automobile drivers 
and at the same time the elimination of the gasoline tax 
for 3,000 pilots. 


Nonetheless, you've got to give the Government credit 
for having the courage to take on such reform problems, 
because it is a major undertaking to take on tax reform 
and health reform, as well as long-term pension reform, 
in a single legislative period. 

DIE ZEIT: Too bold? 


Geissler: Not too bold, but it approaches the limits of the 
doable. In addition, there’s the fact that it just isn’t 
enough to produce good results. It's also necessary to 
stay in control of public opinion during the discussion. 
We didn't do that with tax reform. 


DIE ZEIT: What do you mean by staying in control of 
public opinion? 

Geissler: Dominating the discussion as a government. In 
difficult demanding sacrifices and limitations, 
this means obtaining the consent of the majority of the 
population. The Government must first mzke the public 
aware of the problem it proposes to solve. It must then 
make the purpose of the reforms clear. It must prove that 
its solution to the problem is fair. If citizens aren't 
convinced that it’s fair, there will be no consensus. 


DIE ZEIT: Whatever went wrong with tax reform, arc 
things any better with health reform? 


Geissler: Yes, far better. Because pharmacists, dentists, 
and the drug industry are wailing and complaining in 


attacked. Everybody knows his dentist, his pharmacist. 
And nobody has the impression they're going begging. 
DIE ZEIT: Health reform is being rushed through now. 


Isn't there a great danger that there will be an extended 
discussion after the fact? 


Geissler: Remember the old phrase, “The Pope has 
spoken, the matter is closed.” What's been decided is 


Furthermore, health reform is an element in a 
ive: what shall prevail in the State, the will of t 


preserve i 
under its new Chairman? 
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Geissler: The FDP will want to strengthen its position as 
the party of the middle class and self-employed. How- 
ever, future-oriented middle-class politics must get away 
from old-style liberal, class struggle positions because in 
a knowledge and information society, relations between 
modern workers and modern businessmen will be deter- 
mined by joint thinking, partnership, cooperation, and 
Mitbes immung [codetermination]. 


DIE ZEIT: In another area, foreign policy, the Govern- 
ment is reaping unexpected laurels. Helmut Kohl trav- 
eled to Moscow. In its own interest, the Government 
wishes Gorbachev luck in implementing his reforms. A 
strange turn of events? 


Geissler: In foreign policy the Government made a new 
start. The prerequisite for that, however, was the imple- 
mentation of the 1983 NATO dual-track decision. If 
Helmut Schmidt had remained in the Government and if 
his own party had not followed him or the dual-track 
decision, then that would have been the beginning of the 
end of NATO. Our policy led to the double-zero solution. 
The Chancellor in Moscow—that’s the result of this policy. 


DIE ZEIT: Germany policy, Ostpolitik: despite wha: you 
say, that’s essentially continuity, continuing what had 
been before. 


Geissler: No, not at all. German-German relations nave 
been strengthened and intensified. Back then ii was 
80,000 people going over there and coming here, now it's 
millions. At that point, quantity becomes quality. 


DiE ZEIT: Another objection: your attempt to work the 
Government's practical Germany policy up into a pro- 
grammatic statement for the CDU was pretty badly 
watered down this summer. 


Geissler: That interpretation is incorrect. We incorpo- 
rated the concepi of reunification into the paper on 
Germany policy using a quotation from Konrad Ade- 
nauer. I have no objection to that. 


Our second main statement says that the restoration of 
national unity presupposes the elimination and disman- 
tlement of the East-West conflict. 


Furthermore, Gorbachev recently admitted the correct- 
ness of our position on this important point, when he 
was asked for a statement on German reunification and 
responded that he doesn’t know what will happen in 100 
years, he leaves that to history. With that statement, he 
left the German question open. 


DIE ZEIT: You believe that one day the blocs will be 
dismantled? 


Geissler: Of course! Missiles don’t cause the tension, you 
know, it's the irreconcilability of freedom and dictator- 
ship. The democracies have history on their side. In the age 
of satellite television, ideas are truly free for the first time 
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in human history and can exercise their infectious power 
to the fullest. And as freedom and democracy spread 
further in the world, the importance of weapons decreases. 


a Si Set, ton, © ied Se oe eebeneeee 

optimism. I simrdy believe in the positive effect of i 

and values for which our grandfathers and t-grand- 
success- 


fathers mounted the barricades in 
fully in Germany, to be sure. 


DIE ZEIT: You don’t always show the relaxed cheerful- 
ness you're displaying today. It isn’t all that often that 
you've portrayed the Government's work in such 
friendly colors... 


Geissler: It certainly is better than in the last half year.... 


DIE ZEIT: You're also the troublemaker who wants to 
open his party up, who drives it forward and is concerned 
that it could su a Oe eee ™ 
instance, you've never stopped calling for a di t social 
policy. How far have you gotten with your views? 
Geissler: The tollowing measures are to be passed in this 
legislative period: granting of additional years of educa- 
tion, extension of educational money and of educational 
leave. The CDU has decided on that. The Finance 
Minister has agreed. 


The CDU has got to start by saying what it wants, so that 
it doesn't ures one the role of the pack mule in this 
coalition. The FDP can then express its opinion on that. 


DIE ZEIT: You're sure that your plans will survive 
unscathed this spring when the accounts are totaled up? 


Geissler: It's quite out of the question that they would 
play educational money off against net borrowing, for 
instance, or the solution to the problem of people nceed- 
ing care against the Airbus. 


DIE ZEIT: For social policy, however, you've io 
apply the same criteria—iong-term, reliable—as for the 
Fighter"90, say. 

Geissler: Even more so. A social policy that’s out for 
change, that employs alternative thinking as an intellec- 
tual instrument, in other words, one that questions 
established positions, must also examine the justifica- 
tion for what has been handed down from the past. And 
those who don't want to spend more money, because 
they don’t have any more, have got to restructure things. 
That's true of social policy, but it’s aiso true of researc’, 
policy or armaments policy. 

DIE ZEIT: And do you intend to apply this open-mind- 
edness to Wackersdorf and Kalkar too? 


Geissler: In principle, yes, of course. 

DIE ZEIT: And in reality? 

Geissler: In reality we've got to decide these questions in 
the light of what energy program is right for the next 20. 
30 years. 

DIE ZEIT: Then in — is the CDU using nuclear 
energy as a transitional nology? 

Geissler: | consider it progress that now everybody is 
saying that nuclear is a transitional technology. 
From a realistic point of view, you really can’t define it 
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any other way—tess because of operational safety than 
because of the problem of waste disposal, which so far 
has not been definitively solved. 


DIE ZEIT: Nuclear energy is just one element of the 
larger whole, environmental protection, to which you 
have recently drawn your party's attention more than 
once. How is your anthropological optimism doing here? 
Doesn't it run counter to the experience of many citi- 
zens, who privately and individually are living in a more 
environmentally conscious way but at the same time are 
powerless against the larger whole—Chernobyl, Sandoz, 
dying forests, North Sea pollution? How disturbed are 
you by this reality-based pessimism? 


Geissler: It disturbs me a great deal. It's a new version of 
the old German debate between rationalism and irratio- 
nalism in politics. Germans have decided rather often 
for the irrational. This cultivated pessimism, this spread- 
ing of collective depression paralyses the authorities’ 


against this anthropological pessimism. It's not appro- 
priate either to man’s dignity or to his intellectual and 
moral capacity. 


DIE ZEIT: But appropriate perhaps to reality? 
Geissler: Only to a very limited degree. Only those who 


DIE ZEIT: Isn't it taking too long? 
Geissler: We'd like it to go faster. The Federal Govern- 


thing better to do. But this was a decisive step. For the firs: 
time, it meant that environmental protection pc'icy was 


European policy. And if we need European policy any- 
where, it’s in environmental protection. 


I admit that environmental poli very, very difficult 
business. For that reason, ay +7 Toepfer requires 
Ongoing support, just like Rita Suessmuth or Norbert 
Bluem. I sée it as my task as general secretary to help the 
people who have it a bit harder, so that the CDU as a 
large mass party can hold the center. 


DIE ZEIT: So is Gesman environmental policy supposed 
to heal the European world? 


Geissler: Yes, German policy has got to heal Europe 
environmentally. 


FEDERAL KEPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


DIE ZEIT: East as well as West? 
Geissler: East as well as West. 


DIE ZEIT: Your best-laid plans and intentions have first 
got to survive the election marathon thai gets going in 
January 1989. Norbert Bluem hasp't really established 
himself in North Rhine-Westphalia; Lower Saxony and 
Rhineland-Palatinate are shaky. 


Geissler: Things have gone downhill somewhat for the 
Union. But the upward trend now showing up isn't 
limited to Baden-Wuerttemberg or Bavaria, it’s a 
national trend. Anyway, it's too early now to judge how 
the Landtag elections will con.: out. 


The main Landtag election will be the one in Lower 
Saxony, we know that already. We'll strive with all 
democratic means to ensure that Ernst Aibrecht is able to 
continue his policies. 


DIE ZEIT: Ernst Albrecht rather than Rita Suessmuth? 


Geissler: No, Ernst Albrecht will run for minister presi- 
dent zgain. | feel that's right too. We'd have a hard time 
getting along without Rita Suessmuth in Bonn. She's a 
magnificent woman. 


DIE ZEIT: How much does the CDU dare to open up in 
the next few years? 


Geissler: As a large mass party, we need not only the 
police officer and the citizen who rightly demands inter- 
nal security. We aso need the members of an ecumenical 
working group, of a Catholic, or Protestant church who 
help individual asylum-applicants, who sponsor Assy- 
rian Christians in Syria or Iran. There are people who 
say, “We're in the CDU but you've got to be careful that 
we Stay in the CDU.” 


That's a very wide range, and that’s what makes the 
CDU attractive and it makes its policies better. 


DIE ZEIT: You've been general secretary for 11 years 
now. More than once you've come out swinging. Looking 
back, what do you wish you hadn't done? 


Geissler: I'll let you know that in my memoirs. But one 
thing is important: | refuse to defame people personally. 
I've never done that. I've spoken out clearly about 
pacifism, about the SPD's foreign policy, about the 
Social Democrats’ election methods. When it's needed in 
the future, I'll coni:nue to speak out just as clearly. | 
consider it political Biedermeier and a lack of political 
culture to try to avoid sharp democratic debates. Democ- 
racy is no Harmony Choral Society, it's the struggle to 
find the right way. And you can't have it without 
exchanging arguments and—here we come back to Franz 
Josef Strauss—without clear positions. 


DIE a Will you be a candidate for general secretary 
again 


Geissler: Yes. 
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De Mita, Andreotti Meet With Yasir ‘Arafat 
LD2312171988 Rome International Service 
in Italian 1555 GMT 23 Dec 48 


[Text] ‘Arafat has thanked Italy for the role it played in 
the search for a solution to Middle East 


| 


ITALY & VATICAN CITY 8 


wh@i hon been learned, has not requested Italy's recog- 
is a reai.st, Andreoit; said. He aims at results and not 


The usual meeting at Palazzo Chigi dealt in depth with 
the new phase that har opened up in the Middle East 
because of the contact between the United States and the 
PLO. De Mita and Andreotti will report on the results of 
the talks with ‘Arafzt to the Western allies and the Rome 
Governmen! will ¢0xtinue contacts with all the sides 
involved, including “«rael. The Palestinian leader was 
also received today ‘vy ‘he Pope, who reiterated the equal 
right of the Palest:-aixe peoole and Israel to have a 
homeland. Pope Jciim ® val 1) ulso gave encouragement 
to continue the proces: which the PLO has recently 
embarked upon. 


‘Arafat Denounces Bombing 
LD2312193288 Rome International Service 
in Italian 1830 GMT 23 Dec 88 


peace con on the Middle East 
Italy reiterated her positive opinion of the developments 
in Algi ich has led, as we know, to the 


oppression—is much softer, | would say. He continues to 
say that he has ordered the Arabs living in the occupied 
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territories not to use arms, an order, he said, which has 
been but who can stay the hand of one who is 
desperate and forced to defend himself with stones? 


The Pope also stressed the rejection of all forms of 
violence and ‘Arafat asked him to pray for the victims of 
repress-:‘n. Later there was talk of Israel's present gov- 
ernment which ‘Arafat called a government of war, with 
the government program imposed by the rightwing of the 
Liked Pasty ond tab untested elisa —O« 


‘Arafat Leaves Rome 
LD2312235488 Rome Domestic Service in Italian 
2300 GMT 23 Dec 88 


[Excerpt] Yasir ‘Arafat left Ro:ne’s Ciampino Airport at 
1830 today for an unknown destination following a short 
visit to Rome. !nassage omitted] 


Andreotti Views Mideast 
AU2712103188 Rome ANSA in English 1023 GMT 
27 Dec 88 


[Text] (ANSA) Rome, December 27—Although time 
sometimes solves certain one must never let 
caution be confused with cowardice or lack of gumption, 
according to Italian Foreign Minister Giulio Andreotti. 


In remarks he made during the presentation here Mon- 
day of his latest book “The USRR Seen From Up 
Close”, Andreotti noted the difference in climate 
between last week’ $ visit here by Palestine Liberation 
Organization chief Yassir ‘Arafat and ‘Arafat’ s prior 
Rome visit in 1982 which, he noted, was followed by an 
attack on the city’ s synagogue which killed a young boy. 


ITALY & VATICAN CITY 


had been an atmosphere “of understading, respect and 
universality”. 


there was nevertheless no reason at times to let years go 
by when results could have been achieved which would 
spare the lives of innocent people, Andreotti went on. 


If everyone had understood from the start that negotia- 
tion should be taken up with the representatives that the 
no one else, “perhaps we would not have had a year in 
the occupied territories marked by hundreds and hun- 
dreds of deaths,” he went on. 


Referring to his own encounter with Israeli Premier Yitz- 
hag Shamir a month ago, Andreotti admitted he had faiied 
to convince him that the Israelis should talk to the PLO. 


He pointed out to the Jewish leader that the Bible taught 
that one should not wish for the death of a sinner, but 
rather, for his conversion. Should only ‘Arafat be denied 
the benefit of biblical teaching, Andreotti wondered. 


Andreotti ended his remarks voicing the hope that 1989 
would be a year in which international tensions were 
eased even further. 


Genoa Police Seize 9 Kilograms of Cocaine 
LD2312235888 Rome Domestic Service in Zialian 
2300 GMT 23 Dec 88 


[Summary] Police have seized 9 kilograms pure 
cocaine in Genoa with a street value of nearly 5 bulion 
lire. Three people were arrested. 
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ETA Claims 3 Attacks in Basque C 
AU2312211888 Pa:is AFP in English 2110 GMT 
23 Dec 88 


[Text] Alasua, Spain, Dec 23 (AFP)}—One man was 
killed and five other people injured in three attacks in 
northern Spain’s Basque province in the past 24 hours, 
claimed by the Basque separatist group ETA on Friday. 


Bar owner Engraciano Gonzalez Macho, 41, was killed 
by a lone gunman who walked into his bar in Zarauz, 
near San Sebastian, on Thursday and shot him twice 
through the head. 


In Aluasa, in the Basque province of Alava, Civil Guard 
Corporal Jose Agui.ar Garcia, 26, was badly injured on 
Friday by a bomb planted outside a barracks. He had run 
out after four grenades were thrown from the street at 
barracks windows, slightly injuring two other civil guards. 


In Liodio, three Civil Guard armored vehicles were pass- 
ing a toll booth on the highway linking Bilbao to Vitoria 
when a bomb, apparently activated by remote control, 
blasted the last vehicle, injuring a civil guard. The explo- 
sion also damaged a private car, wounding its occupant. 


ETA issued a statement claiming responsibility late 
Friday, but did not mention a cease-fire, although a 
Spanish radio station had reported earlier that a truce 
was being negotiated with the separatist group. 


More on Attacks 
LD2412102988 Madrid Domestic Service 
in Spanish 0800 GMT 24 Dec 88 


[Text] ETA has claimed responsibility for the latest 
attacks in the Basque country and Navarre. Jose Ramon 
Gonzalez reports from the studio in Vitoria: 


In a communique published today by the daily EGIN, 
ETA claims responsibility for the four latest attacks 
carried out over the past week in the Basque country and 
Navarre. Besides claiming responsibility, in a lengthy 
communique the terrorist organization calls on the pub- 
lic to step up their precautions near the Civil Guard and 
National Police barracks and near the areas and routes 
habitually used by the security forces. 





SPAIN 10 


In the communique, ETA reiterates its offer for political 
negotiations. The terrorist organization says that the 
attack on the Civil Guard barracks in Alsasua was 
carried out with hit-and-smoke grenades and accuses 
Engraciano Gonzalez Macho of having been a drugs 
trafficker and informer. Yesterday Engraciano Gonza- 
lez’s widow denied that there was any justification for 
the ETA’s killing her husband and denied that he had 
links with drug trafficking. 


In the communique, ETA regrets the injuries suffered by 
Jose Aldolea and wishes him a speedy recovery. The 
Organization reiterates its offer to negotiate on the basis 
of the patriotic socialist coordinator’s alternative as the 
only solution and first step, it says, on the road to the 
peace that the Basque people desires so much. ETA 
claimed responsibility for the attacks carried out last 
Sunday in Zarauz, last Wednesday in Eibar, and those 
yesterday in Alsasua and Llodio. 


Cocaine Seized, Traffickers Arrested 
LD2412184388 Madrid Domestic Service 
in Spanish 1700 GMT 24 Dec 88 


[Text] The [words indistinct] of the fiscal antidrug squad 
of the Civil Guard in Alicante have seized 20 kg of very 
pure cocaine valued at 6 billion pesetas, and arrested three 
people connected with the haul. Three other people who 
are also involved have been arrested in Madrid. The drugs 
seized had already been detected at Barajas Airport, but 
were allowed through in order to arrest all those involved. 


Police Seize Creche Made of Cocaine 
LD2312234988 Madrid Domestic Service 
in Spanish 2230 GMT 23 Dec 88 


[Summary] In a hotel in Madrid, police have seized a 
creche made of cocaine paste. The creche was part of a 
consignment of drugs which followed the usual drug traf- 
ficking route from Latin America to Europe via Spain. The 
crib, the angel, Mary, Joseph, the baby, the three kings, and 
the lambs were made of 3kg of pure cocaine paste. A total 
of 6 million pesetas worth of cash in Spanish and foreign 
currency was also seized and four Colombians were 
arrested. The drugs consignment and the money seized 
could total about 400 million pesetas, with the cocaine 
being worth about 300 million pesetas of this. 
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Finland being the caller who telephoned the U.S. Embassy, and 

the other of being the one who was the subject of a report 

2 Arabs Questioned About Pan Am Crash by that informer about a terrorist act. Neither has 
LD2312180388 Helsinki Domestic Service contessed to the deeds. The men are not under arrest; 
in Finnish 1700 GMT 23 Dec 88 they are free to move about in Finland. Security police 


have not ascertained thut the men have connections with 
[Text] Security police have been interrogating two Arab _foreign terrorist organizations. Security police are con- 
men residing in Finland. One of them is suspected of _tinuing their investigations. 
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Vasilios on Effects of Greek-Turkish Dialogue 
NC2412162588 Nicosia Television Service 
in English 1610 GMT 24 Dec 88 


Speaking at the unveiling ceremony of an Ataturk bust at 
the Sehit Vekil Sari primary school in 
(Magosa}, Denktas said that the reason why the Greek- 


opposed to these ideas. Our strength in the face of these 
requests stems from the fact that the motherland govern- 
ment supports us. [passage omitted] 


Greek Cypriots Must Change 
TA2612133588 Ankara Domestic Service 
in Turkish 1100 GMT 26 Dec 88 


[Aydin Soysal report from Cyprus] 
[Text] Addressing a ceremony held yesterday to honor 
the of [Omorphita], TRNC 


CYPR 


ẽ 


12 


After noting the positive Turkish-Cypriot stand in the 
intercommuna!l talks, Denktas stressed that the Greek 
Cypriots have to change their intransigent policies. 


1745 GMT 22 Dec 88 


arising out of Turkish troops’ landing on Cyprus in 
1974 is an out-dated falsification.” 


Indicating that the Cyprus probic.n could not be resolved 
in the last 25 years because of the lies of the Greek Cypriot 
side, Denktas said, “It is strange that these two run for 
their lives as if confronted by the devil when U.N. deci- 
sions are mentioned. Whereas, it is the Greek-Cypriot side 
which denies the right of self-determination, the partner- 
ship statute, and equality of the Turkish Cypriots, but still 
hopes to dominate the entire island.” 


The new Greek ambassador to Greek Cyprus, laonnis 
Fotopoulos, remarked that they would fight to liberate 
the occupied territories of Cyprus when he presented his 
credentials to Yeoryios Vasiliou. He claimed that 37 
percent of the island was under Turkey's occupation and 
promised that all Hellenics supported the Cyprus issue. 


Greek-Cypriot administration leader Vasiliou responded 
that the success of intercommunal talks depended on the 
Turkish side’s demonstrating similar good will. He 
added that they would continue their struggle with closer 


ties with Greece. 


Denktas Cables Yilmaz 
TA2212173788 (Clandestine) Bayrak Radio 
in Turkish to Cyprus 1630 GMT 22 Dec 88 


[Text] President Rauf Denktas has said that the address 
on Cyprus given by Turkish Foreign Minister Mesut 
Yilmaz at the Turkish Grand National Assembly encour- 
aged the Turkish Cypriots, and increased their will to 
struggle for their cause. 











Greek Officers oa With Kurdish Geerillas 
NC2312100588 Ni VTHEROTIPIA in Greek 
23 Dec 88 p 8 


Reached for in Nicosia 
NC2412171888 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 
1700 GMT 24 Dec 88 


[Text] According to an Athens News Agency dispatch, an 
agreement was reached today between UNFICYP, the 
— Ce Se es eee Oy 

of the two sides’ — forces ia 
ne areas of Ayios Kassianos, Paphos Gate, and the 
Ledra Palace Hotel in Nicosia. 


The agreement for disengagement at these three sensitive 
points in the Cypriot capital falls within the framework of 
efforts for full demilitarization of the old town of Nicosia. 


CYPRUS 





Alonevtis Says No Disengagement Agreement Yet 
NC2412185388 Nicosia Television Service 
in Greek 1830 GMT 24 Dec 88 


[Text] Defense Minister Andreas Alonevtis stated this 
evening that in connection with the disengagement of 
National Guard posts on the confrontation line in Nico- 


in 
i 
; 


was stressed to President Vasiliou that the matter should 
have been taken up with the National Council prior to 


The EDEK statement says that the abolition of National 
Guard posts is a very serious matter, which was carried 


(rent) NC colon t Greek-Cypriot students crossed to 








FBIS-WEU-88-248 
27 December 1988 


KKE Issues Statement on U.S. Bases 
NC2212180888 Athens RIZOSPASTIS in Greek 
22 Dec 88 p 1 


[Text] As of today, the Greek Government is acting 
illegally. It is violating a law of the state, which clearly 
says that after 21 December the dismantling of the bases 
must start. In reference to this, the press bureau of the 
Central Committee of the KKE issued the following 
statement: 


The 1983 Greek-U.S. agreement on the bases terminates 
today. This means that the dismantling of the bases must 
commence immediately, so that within 17 months a!i 
bases are removed from our country. 


The government has no excuse. Instead of adhering to 
this agreement, which is a law of the state, it is continu- 
ing its negotiations with the Americans for the purpose 
of reaching and signing a new agreement so that the 
bases remain in our country. This government position 
is not only contrary to the law of the state which the 
government ratified but is also contrary to national 
interests and fails to safeguard the peaceful future of the 


Greek people. 


The KKE calls upon the Greek people to take up in their 
own hands the cause of the immediate removal of the 
bases by strengthening their struggle, which is a struggle 
for a new, democratic, and independent course for our 
country. 


Commercial Signed With USSR 
NC2312195388 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 
1900 GMT 23 Dec 88 


[Text] An important agreement between the Soviet 
Union and Greece, for the purchase of Greek products in 
exchange for Soviet natural gas, was signed at noon 
today at the Ministry of Commerce. The agreement 
provides for an increase in Greek exports to the Soviet 
Union by at least 130 to 140 million dollars annually. 


on NATO Official’s Alleged ‘Intervention’ 
NC2312194888 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 
1900 GMT 23 Dec 88 


[Text] All those who believe that Prime Minister 
Andreas Papandreou and the PASOK Government will 
be intimidated by intervention and indirect threats into 
abandoning their unshaken position in supporting our 
national issue, are deluding themselves. This was stated 


GREECE 14 


by government spokesman Sotirios Kostopoulos, in 
answer to a question noting an afternoon press report 
that NATO ions were made by Ambassador (Wegener), 
the NATO secretary general's political adviser, on 
Greek-NATO, Greek-Turkish relations, and on the polit- 
ical future of Papandreou and his government and were 
published in a Turkish English-language newspaper, 
THE TURKISH DAILY NEWS on 20 December. 


Kostopoulos added that provided the attribution is cor- 
rect and is quoted correctly, then, once again, we find 
ourselves before an unprecedented intervention into the 
country’s domestic affairs, with the clear intent of under- 
mining our national foreign policy. 


published in the TURKISH DAILY NEWS has abso- 
lutely no relation to NATO positions toward Greece, 
which it considers a trustworthy ally. 


NATO press representative Vincent made the following 
statement to the Athens news Agency: Greece is consid- 
ered by NATO and by its secretary general, as well as by 
NATO senior officials, to be a trustworthy ally. It is the 
firm policy of the alliance not to comment upon domestic 
affairs of its member states. | very much doubt whether the 
report in this Turkish newspaper article has any vestige of 
correctness. I assure you that what has been reported in 
this article has absolutely no relation to the ideas of the 
secretary general and the officials of the alliance. 


Answering a question in reference to (Wegener), on 
whether he was the senior official who made these state- 
ments to the Turkish correspondent, Vincent replied that 
he does not believe that (Wegener) either saw or talked 
with a Turkish newspaper correspondent recently. 


Papandreou, Sartzetakis Meet; New Deputy Ministers 
NC2312091688 Athens Domestic Service 
in Greek 0500 GMT 23 Dec 88 


[Text] Current domestic affairs were discussed at yester- 
day’s private meeting between President Khristos Sart- 
zetakis and Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou at the 
Presidential Palace. 


Immediately afterward, Pavsanias Zakolikos was sworn 
in as deputy national economy minister and Nikolaos 
Levoyiannis and Filippos Petsalnikos as deputy minis- 
ters of national education and religions. All the deputy 
ministers then assumed their duties. 
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